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Event: Fostering Dialogue on Human Connection in the Age of AI 
SANTA MONICA, CA – November 11, 2025 – Ducere, in partnership with Kennedy 
University, is proud to announce the successful conclusion of the independently 
organized TEDxSanta Monica event, themed “Human Connectivity in the Age of AI,” 
which took place on October 30, 2025, in Los Angeles, California. 

As the key academic sponsors, Ducere and Kennedy University championed the event’s 
crucial dialogue on how artificial intelligence is reshaping the future of work, learning, 
and human interaction. The sold-out conference brought together innovators, thought 
leaders, and students to explore the balance between technological advancement and 
the preservation of essential human qualities like empathy and connection. 

“The rise of AI is the defining challenge and opportunity of our era,” said Mat Jacobson, 
representing Ducere. “Our commitment as an institution is to equip leaders with the 
human skills—critical thinking, emotional intelligence, and ethical stewardship—
necessary to navigate this rapidly changing landscape. TEDxSanta Monica served as a 
powerful platform to initiate this vital global conversation.” 

The event’s theme explored AI not as a threat, but as a mirror reflecting humanity's 
strengths and vulnerabilities. Speakers addressed topics ranging from maintaining 
emotional well-being amidst automation fatigue to designing ethical AI systems that 
amplify, rather than replace, human connection. 

A representative from Kennedy University added, “Kennedy University is dedicated to 
fostering environments where complex, future-forward ideas can be debated openly. 
By supporting this TEDx event, we underscored our belief that the future of human 
progress lies at the intersection of technological literacy and profound humanistic 
understanding. We are thrilled with the richness of the ideas shared and the energy in 
the room.” 
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A Partnership Focused on Purpose: Our Commitment to Ethical Innovation 

This impactful event was made possible through the support of our esteemed 
sponsors: Kennedy University of Leadership, Aesop, and Ducere. 

We at Ducere are particularly proud to continue our relationship with Aesop. This 
partnership extends beyond academia; it is built on shared values that originated with 
the Ducere Foundation. Our work together in creating clean solutions and promoting 
ethical, impactful business practices demonstrates a commitment to using innovation 
not just for profit, but for profound global good. This collaboration exemplifies the very 
connectivity—the connection between commerce, education, and humanity—that the 
TEDx theme celebrated. 

 

Voices Leading the Conversation 

The success of the day rested entirely on the quality and diversity of the speakers. 
They didn't just discuss AI; they provided real-world insights from the frontlines of 
technology and leadership: 

Rakesh Bhatia, Alumnus & Senior Advisor for PwC and Chairman of 

Ducere Global Business School 

Rakesh delivered powerful insights on the need for global talent 

development in the face of mass automation and AI. His presentation 

focused on how businesses can harness technology for growth while proactively 

investing in their people to ensure they thrive, not just survive, in the changing 

economy. 

Dr. Shaun Miller, MD, MBA, Chief Health Informatics Officer (CHIO) at 

Cedars-Sinai 

Dr. Miller provided a fascinating look into the healthcare sector, 

specifically discussing how to implement patient-focused digital health 

solutions and clinical artificial intelligence. His talk highlighted the delicate balance 

required to integrate life-altering technology while preserving the vital human element 

of patient care and clinician wellness. 
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Dan Priest, US Chief AI Officer for PwC 

Dan shared his unique perspective on large-scale AI adoption, detailing 

PwC’s $1 billion investment in AI technologies. His core message 

centered on integrating AI responsibly and strategically to move beyond 

simple automation and into measurable business transformation, emphasizing ethical 

deployment above all else. 

Ducere and Kennedy University extend their deepest gratitude to the dedicated 
organizing team, led by Mat Jacobson and Caroline Raffi, for their meticulous planning 
and execution of this landmark event. 

 

About Ducere 

 

Ducere Global Business School is committed to delivering world-class, industry-led 
degrees that equip students with the practical skills and global perspective needed to 
thrive in the modern business environment. Ducere focuses on experiential learning 
and real-world projects to ensure graduates are future-ready. 

 

About Kennedy University 

 

Kennedy University is a forward-thinking academic institution dedicated to liberal arts 
and future-focused studies. It is committed to producing graduates who are 
intellectually curious, ethically grounded, and prepared to lead in a technology-driven 
world. 
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About The Ducere Foundation 

 

The Ducere Foundation is the social enterprise arm of Ducere Global Business School, 
dedicated to advancing quality education across Africa through training, the 
publication and distribution of African-centric children's books, and by offering 
affordable, world-class online degrees. 

 

About Aesop 

 

Aesop is an Australian skin care company established in Melbourne in 1987, 
formulating products of the finest quality for skin, hair, and body. As a certified B 
Corporation, Aesop is committed to social and environmental stewardship. 

 

About TED 

 

TED is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to discovering, debating and 
spreading ideas that spark conversation, deepen understanding and drive meaningful 
change. Our organization is devoted to curiosity, reason, wonder and the pursuit of 
knowledge — without an agenda. We welcome people from every discipline and culture 
who seek a deeper understanding of the world and connection with others, and we 
invite everyone to engage with ideas and activate them in your community. 

TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, Entertainment and Design 
converged, but today it spans a multitude of worldwide communities and initiatives 
exploring everything from science and business to education, arts and global issues. In 
addition to the TED Talks curated from our annual conferences and published on 
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TED.com, we produce original podcasts, short video series, animated educational 
lessons (TED-Ed) and TV programs that are translated into more than 100 languages 
and distributed via partnerships around the world. Each year, thousands of 
independently run TEDx events. Through the Audacious Project, TED has helped 
catalyze $6.6 billion in funding for projects that support bold solutions to the world's 
most urgent challenges — working to make the world more beautiful, sustainable and 
just. In 2020, TED launched Countdown, an initiative to accelerate solutions to the 
climate crisis and mobilize a movement for a net-zero future, and in 2023 TED 
launched TED Democracy to spark a new kind of conversation focused on realistic 
pathways towards a more vibrant and equitable future. 

View a full list of TED’s many programs and initiatives. 

Follow TED on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok, and X. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://audiocollective.ted.com/
https://www.ted.com/series
https://ed.ted.com/
https://ed.ted.com/
https://www.ted.com/about/programs-initiatives/tedx-program
https://www.audaciousproject.org/
https://countdown.ted.com/
https://www.ted.com/about/programs-initiatives/teddemocracy
https://www.ted.com/about/programs-initiatives
http://www.facebook.com/TED
https://instagram.com/ted
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ted-conferences
https://www.tiktok.com/@tedtoks?lang=en
http://twitter.com/TEDTalks

